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Commons and power of the public purse should be preserved to the
people's protectors, their duly elected Members of Parliament.

I would also support a definite limitation of the power of the Peers
to mutilate and reject measures passed by the House of Commons and
am in favour of steps being taken to ensure that the will of the people
must and shall prevail.

In order that the House of Commons may be always in touch with
the mind of the people and may reflect the views of the majority, I am
in favour of shortening the maximum duration of Parliament from
seven to five years.

He thus not only defined the immediate situation but also
outlined the legislative steps which were in contemplation by
the Government to prevent its recurrence.

This time a new Conservative candidate again took the field.
Major Leslie Renton, who suffered from the disadvantage of
having been a former Liberal member recently converted to
Toryism. Nevertheless, he made a stout fight and in the end
reduced Rufus Isaacs' majority to the slender figure of 207 on a
poll of just over 10?000.

The genuine Liberals were solid in support of their candidate,
but a number of the votes which he had gained at the previous
election had been recorded even more against the Conservatives
than for the Liberals, and these were now detached once more
owing to the alarm inspired by the radical proposals of the Budget.

The slogan *'Rufus for Reading," which had already rendered
invaluable service, was this time supplemented by a new poster
flaunting in huge letters the second part of the local version of
a familiar contemporary catch-phrase : "What's the matter with
Rufus? He's all right!", the arresting quality of which was
acclaimed by one of the greatest publicity experts of the day.

MY DEAR ISAACS,

I waited at the telephone last night for Reading result with more
party disloyalty than I care to confess and I congratulate you heartily
on a splendid win.

To-day I motored through the constituency and was immensely
struck by the brilliance of your poster-artist. "He's all right." I never
saw such a splendid show.

Sincerely yours,

NORTHCLIFFE.

The results of the General Election as a whole were scarcely
such as to fulfil the hopes of the Government of having their hands
materially strengthened for the forthcoming struggle with the